Registration open for 4-H Natural Resource and Environmental Sciences Academy scholars
Source: Ashley Osborne, extension specialist for 4-H youth development, and Laurie Thomas, extension forester
Young people interested in the environment, science or the outdoors may want to apply to be a scholar in the 4-H Natural Resource and Environmental Sciences Academy.

The three-year program is designed to teach 4-H’ers beginning middle school about the environment around them. The academy, which began as a pilot project in Eastern Kentucky, is now offered statewide.
In the program, youth get hands-on learning opportunities with professionals who work with water, forests and wildlife. Examples of things they might do in the program include water quality studies in local streams, salamander searches and tree identification in the forest. Not only is the program a great opportunity for young people to learn about their natural environment, but scholars are encouraged to come back and share their knowledge with other 4-H’ers, which helps them develop communication and leadership skills.

Applicants should be current sixth- and seventh-graders with an interest in learning more about the environment and must apply with their local extension agent for 4-H youth development. County deadlines will vary. Each county can have up to two scholars.

Those selected as scholars must attend quarterly meetings. Two of those meetings are statewide and include overnight stays. The location for those are Lake Cumberland 4-H Educational Center and the University of Kentucky campus. Scholars will also attend two, one-day regional meetings throughout the year with locations varying by region.
More information, including the application and registration fee, is available on the academy’s website at http://4-h.ca.uky.edu/nresci or by contacting the (COUNTY NAME) Extension office.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability.
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