Help clean up your watershed
Contact: Ashley Osborne, senior extension associate for the Environmental and Natural Resource Issues Task Force
Water is one of our most important natural resources, and many people take it for granted. Our actions on land can greatly impact aquatic life miles away. Knowing and understanding where your water comes from can help you take measures to provide a cleaner environment for all. 

Kentucky has more miles of navigable water than all other states except Alaska and is divided into seven major watersheds. Watersheds are areas of land that drain into a single body of water. No matter where you are, you are always in a watershed. You can find the watershed you live in by entering your zip code on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Surf Your Watershed website at http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm.
We impact our water sources and watersheds every day by how we use the land. When precipitation occurs, water either soaks into the ground or runs off into adjoining bodies of water. Sometimes on the way to a water source, runoff precipitation picks up and carries pollutants like oil, fertilizers, sediment and trash. These are examples of nonpoint source pollution. Nonpoint source pollution is not traceable to a single starting place and is the biggest water quality problem in the United States.

Making small changes to your habits can reduce nonpoint source pollution and improve the quality of the streams, rivers, and lakes in your area. These changes include:

· Do not litter.
· Pick up after your pet and dispose of waste in the trash or toilet.

· Repair vehicle leaks.
· Use permeable surfaces like wood, brick or gravel for decks, patios and walkways. These surfaces help prevent surface runoff and allow the water to filter through the ground.

· Cover bare earth with straw or mulch to prevent erosion.

For more information on water quality and other 4-H environmental topics, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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