Deadline Approaching
For 4-H Officer Applications
Source:  Mark Mains


The deadline is approaching to submit applications for state 4-H officers. Applications must be to the state office by March 4.  They are available from the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service. 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. Its officers have made significant contributions to the 4-H Youth Development program over the years.  The experiences of campaigning and possibly serving as 4-H state officer, help youth develop and master skills that will help them all their lives.

Members ages 16 and older can seek the office of president, vice-president, secretary or treasurer. 


State officers are instrumental in many programs and events from the local through the state levels.  They plan and conduct meetings, lead or arrange training sessions, appoint and chair committees, serve on various councils and help plan and conduct the state Teen Conference.  At the state fair, officers emcee events and perform various duties in the 4-H Youth Development exhibit.  They also work in the state office and have other responsibilities indigenous to their offices including presiding at meetings, serving on committees, attending and speaking at various events and oral and written communications. 

As a result of the varied duties, state officers gain experiences in leadership, organization, team work, communications and community service. They also gain satisfaction from making significant contributions to individual 4-H members and programming across Kentucky. 

You may be interested in how youth are selected to campaign for the four state offices.  

After the state 4-H office receives all the applications, an officer selection committee is formed.  It includes past and present state officers, Extension county agents, associates and specialists, alumni, state office personnel and members of state councils. During a daylong screening process, applicants make presentations about themselves and answer questions from the committee.  It then decides which applicants will be slated to run for office and the office for which the candidate will run.  The goal is to have up to three candidates for each office. They campaign and are elected during the Teen Conference in June. 


The scope of Kentucky's 4-H Youth Development program provides many educational opportunities for youth ages nine through 19.  For more information on these, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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