RESULTS OF KENTUCKY 4-H CONVERSATIONS

COMBINED WITH OTHERS AT NATIONAL MEETING

Source: Brenda Franey 


What can we do to create a desirable future for youth and our communities in the next three to five years?

More than 3,630 youth and adults have pondered answers and given recommendations to this question in recent months during a statewide and 106 county-level conversations in connection with the 4-H/Youth Development movement centennial. To honor this centennial, youth also have given time and talents to community service and leadership through the (Power of YOUth Pledge Campaign.( Kentucky has more than 52,700 hours pledged to community service and leadership.

More than 20 Kentucky delegates will share our conversation recommendations with approximately 1,600 delegates from other states, territories and District of Columbia at the (National Conversation on Youth Development in the 21st Century.( It will take place February 28 through March 2 in Washington, D.C.

NOTE AGENTS: If your county has a delegate(s) going to the national conversation, fill in the name(s) in the paragraph below. If not, skip to the following paragraph.

(DELEGATE(S) NAME) will represent (COUNTY NAME) at the (National Conversation on Youth Development in the 21st Century.(
During this event, delegates will produce a final report recommending the most effective youth development strategies for the coming decade. The report will be shared with President George Bush, his cabinet, Congress and others who make decisions on youth program policies, development and funding. As a result, positive youth development programs will be created to address problems, build skills, generate civic involvement and create better communities.

 Our county and statewide conversations focused on action steps to have a positive impact on youth development in five general areas -- power of youth, access, equity and opportunity, extraordinary places to live and learn, exceptional people/innovative practices and effective organizational systems.

The following were among the repeated topics at these conversations: youth should be represented in government and on school boards and have the ability to vote on issues that affect them; media coverage of youth should be more broad-based and finely tuned and avoid reinforcing negative stereotypes; parents and youth need community centers, clubhouses and meeting spaces for after-school, weekend and summertime activities; youth need transportation systems (i.e. buses, volunteers, car pool networks) to increase access to after-school activities; programming should be diverse to accommodate a broad range of linguistic, cultural, ethnic, physical/mental and philosophical differences among youth.

Other topics were that youth should have more opportunities to develop job skills through apprenticeships, job shadowing, mentoring and career centers; youth should have more community service opportunities through partnerships with businesses, governmental agencies and schools; community service should be a component of public high school curricula;  businesses in the public and private sectors should offer employees volunteer time off during working hours, and youth organizations and agencies should collaborate and cooperate with each other to meet communities( diverse needs and prevent duplication of services.

For more information on 4-H/Youth Development contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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