4-H SKILLATHON, COW CAMP SCHEDULED APRIL 12,13

Source: George Heersche

About 30 years ago, a dairy Extension specialist and two 4-H junior leaders started the Kentucky 4-H Dairy Cow Camp to teach junior and senior 4-H members how to judge dairy cattle and back up their choices with oral reasons. In 2000, a skillathon was added to help 4-Hers build on the knowledge they gained through educational programs and understand how to apply this knowledge to real-life situations.

The skillathon is April 12 and the cow camp is April 13. Both are hosted by the Licking River Extension area. 

Dairy cow camp activities include discussions of correct conformation, evaluating cattle, learning basic dairy judging techniques, placing and discussing six classes of cows and heifers, making judging decisions and oral reasons training and presentations.

For the dairy judging training, 4-H members are grouped according to age level and dairy cattle judging experience. Novices, ages nine through 11, have never judged. Juniors are ages nine through 13, with some judging experience; senior, ages 14 through 19.

Awards will be given to the top three individuals in each age group and the junior and senior giving the best oral reasons.  An award also will be given to the county with the most dairy cow camp participants.

The cow camp also is an educational experience for new agents and volunteer leaders, who can observe and learn or help teach dairy judging.

The skillathon will have junior and senior divisions. Juniors will be randomly placed in four-person teams to answer questions; seniors will work individually on the questions.

Topics will include selecting animals based on body conformation, linear type evaluation, identifying parts of a dairy animal and dairy breeds, knowing dairy products and their nutritional value, understanding milk quality issues and performing a basic milk quality test, identifying common feedstuffs (their use, nutrient content, quality and use in a balanced feeding program) and identifying Artificial insemination equipment and parts of the cow(s reproductive system. 

Seniors also will have a written exam on current issues in the dairy industry.

Participating in the skillathon and cow camp helps 4-H members increase their dairy knowledge base and improve logical thinking and communication skills. 

For more information, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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