Assistant coordinators needed for 4-H International Program

Source: Mark Mains, 4-H youth development extension specialist

If you enjoy meeting people and learning about another country’s culture, customs and history, volunteering as an assistant coordinator for the 4-H International Program may be a perfect fit for you. Assistant coordinators help to ensure that fun, memorable, cross-cultural exchanges are created between host families and international delegates. Coordinators are needed for each of the seven Cooperative Extension districts in Kentucky. 


Assistant coordinator is a volunteer position that assists the state coordinator for 4-H International Programs in the promotion and management of 4-H’s international exchange program that receives delegates from foreign countries and sends delegates to other nations.  
The position requires a minimum commitment of two years and a time commitment of about one to 1.5 days a month. Responsibilities include serving as a member of the state international program committee, being available for the committee’s meetings and conference calls and attending coordinator orientation and training annually. Reliable transportation and e-mail access are also required. 
Assistant coordinators must enjoy interacting with others as recruitment is a major component of the job description. Individuals selected will assist with the recruitment, interview and orientation process of host families. They will also assist in recruiting Kentucky 4-H’ers to participate in exchange programs. 

While this is a volunteer position, there are a couple of perks that go along with the job. Volunteers will gain knowledge about other countries, their people and culture. They also will receive paid registration to the Kentucky Volunteer Forum held every other year in Lexington, where they will receive recognition. As the program grows, there may also be the opportunity for the assistant coordinators to travel to another country as a delegate from the United States.

For more information about opportunities available through 4-H International Programs or to submit an application for an assistant coordinator position, contact Mark Mains, state 4-H youth development extension specialist, at 859-257-5961, ext. 231 or at mark.mains@uky.edu.  

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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