Picture World Around You with 4-H Photography Project
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The 4-H Photography Project gives youth the opportunity to become more aware of the unique world around them and to develop a skill that will last a lifetime.


Youths gain many benefits in the Photography Project. They can record information for other 4-H projects and maintain visual records of their family and friends and important events in their lives. Their photography experiences could lay the foundation for a good start in a professional career or a lifetime hobby. 


The Photography Project is a self-exploration endeavor, because youth take the initiative to plan, carry out and evaluate the learning process.


Members develop basic skills in a logical sequence. Topics include the elements of photography, parts and operation of a camera, types of cameras and film, and planning, composing and taking various types of photographs. Participants experiment with composition, lighting, distance and movement among other photography theories.


These hands-on camera experiences give youth many opportunities to explore and discover. The active approach to learning introduces, teaches and reinforces photography skills.


The young photographers also develop many skills that they can use throughout their lives including acquiring, analyzing and using information, solving problems, making decisions, managing resources, communicating with and relating to others, and working with groups. Members also develop artistic expression and learn to recognize and accept differences. Equally important, 4-Hers develop self-esteem through their photographic accomplishments.


The 4-H Photography project has two age-appropriate divisions.  “Beginning Adventures with Your Camera” is for youth eight to 10 years old.  “More Adventures with Your Camera” is for ages 11 years and older.


Members can exhibit their photography each year at the Kentucky State Fair and local fairs and expositions. 

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.

For more information on the Photography Project and other educational opportunities available through our 4-H Youth Development Program, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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