Youth Develop Expertise
At 4-H Horse Camps

Sources:  Kristen Janicki

4-H Youth Development horse camps are popular with young equestrians and enable members to master horsemanship skills, share interests, skills and fun with other youth, and gain more independence and self-esteem.


NOTE AGENTS:  If your 4-Hers will attend a horse camp, write pertinent information in the paragraph below.

(County Name) 4-H Youth Development members will attend the (name) horse camp on (date[s]).  4-Hers planning to go include (list names).


NOTE AGENTS:  If you have a horse program in your county, put information in paragraph below.


We have an active horse program in (County Name). Youth (describe activities and events here.)  [Agents, you also may want to put information about horse club meetings, times and locations.]


Horse camp durations and special activities vary by district and county.


These camps help 4-Hers learn how to properly care for horses in such areas as basic grooming and nutrition. Campers sign up for a particular riding group, and are divided into groups according to skill level.  Then, professional trainers or instructors teach classes on horsemanship, showmanship and riding skills.  These experiences improve campers’ abilities in equitation, stable management and related topics.  Youth also gain a better understanding of all phases of the horse industry.


Horse camps are a learning experience for parents as well, because they can attend classes with their children to expand their equine knowledge.  Parent-child teams can reinforce newly acquired knowledge when they return home.


Some camps might have a Horse Lovers’ Division for members who don’t own horses, or can’t bring their horses. In this division, youth learn about basic horse care, attend workshops, and have limited hands-on experience with a horse.

Camps aren’t all work, though; there are horse fun aspects, too. These might include hippology, horse bowl, scavenger hunts, crafts and the like. These experiences help 4-H members bond with each other.
4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.

For more information on horse programs and other 4-H Youth Development activities, contact me at the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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