I Pledge My Hands to Larger Service
Source: Stephanie Blevins


I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart to greater loyalty, my hands to larger service, and my health to better living, for my club, my community, my country and my world. 


Dedicating one’s hands to the betterment of others is a major component of the pledge that every 4-H’er takes. By jumping in to lend a hand to an individual or a group, 4-H’ers not only can improve someone else’s life, but also learn how they can make a real difference in the world. The experience gained in 4-H community service projects fosters understanding and acceptance of different viewpoints and cultures, as well as develops lifelong leadership skills. 

As children grow into adolescents and then into adults, it’s important for their development that their experiences move beyond those of family and school. By becoming involved in the larger community, members acquire skills that prepare them to enter the work force, and teach them the adaptability they’ll need as they move through life. 


4-H provides many opportunities for young people to connect not only with their local communities, but also with the larger world beyond their homes. They learn that it truly is better to give than to receive. Experiencing the feeling of generosity is vital in the development of any young person. Through 4-H service projects, members learn empathy, compassion and the importance of sharing. 


Here in (COUNTY NAME), we have many types of 4-H clubs, including (TYPES OF LOCAL CLUBS). There are multiple opportunities for each of these groups to use their skills and develop new ones while benefiting others. Currently, 4-H members are involved in (DESCRIBE ONE OR TWO COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS IN YOUR AREA). 

An important ingredient in successful community service projects is the partnerships formed between Cooperative Extension, 4-H and individuals, businesses, schools, other community groups and local government. One of the lessons a 4-H member learns is that nothing can be accomplished in a void which is why working in tandem with others often produces profound results. 

Beyond the local community, members who become involved in 4-H at the state or national level also have opportunities for service projects. Delegates to the National

4-H Congress, an annual meeting of selected 4-H members from across the country, have supported with their dimes the construction of a Habitat for Humanity home in Atlanta. In five years, the delegates have contributed $50,000 toward the home that’s known as Clover House.

In Kentucky, the state 4-H teen council has been working on a number of service projects, including making more than 300 fleece pillows and 50 blankets for the University of Kentucky Children’s Hospital, filling baby bottles with change to benefit a single mother’s support group in Mercer County, and cleaning up nearly 10 miles of Kentucky roadways.

For more information about how you can become involved in 4-H or how your group or business can collaborate with 4-H in community service, contact the (COUNTY NAME) extension office.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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