4-H PROGRAMS HELP YOUTH DEVELOP LIFELONG WATER CONSERVATION HABITS

Source: Jennifer Lynn

What do turning off the faucet when brushing your teeth and putting coins in a piggy bank have in common? 

Both are ways to save water and money so you(ll have more to use later on. Learning to save resources like water and money are good habits for children to start early in life.

Kentucky(s 4-H Youth Development has a number of educational programs to help youth learn that water is a limited resource we all must conserve and protect. These programs include a 4-H water quality project, environmental education camps and natural resources activities at summer camps.

We (LIST SOME LOCAL WATER QUALITY PROJECTS OR ACTIVITIES) through our (COUNTY NAME) 4-H Youth Development programs.

(Water Wise( is the 4-H water quality project for students in grades four through six. It increases students( understanding of such areas as the water cycle, an aquatic environment and the causes, effects and prevention of water pollution. (Water Wise(  suggests ways to conserve and preserve water, a non-renewable natural resource.

Each water quality project book has summary sheets 4-H members can complete to include in a junior record book. These publications also are a good starting point for members interested in natural resources and can be used for projects as well as individual club programs.


In other 4-H water activities, about 4,000 members in grades four through seven take part in environmental education programs each year at the North Central, J.M. Feltner, West Kentucky and Lake Cumberland 4-H camps.  Members learn to respect and assume responsibility for water and other natural resources.

Nearly 10,000 members, nine through 13 years old, take part in recreational and educational activities at 4-H camps during the summer. They learn to appreciate the fun parts of water such as outdoor pond studies, boating and fishing.


4-H agents and volunteer leaders, who are interested in becoming water educators, can attend Project Wet workshops. As part of the training, they will receive an activity and curriculum guide of more than 90 water-related activities.

Agents and leaders can plan other activities to reinforce what 4-H members have learned such as conducting a water theme environmental camp at one of the Kentucky 4-H camps, taking a field trip to a water treatment plant, organizing a steam walk, and using a flow model to demonstrate groundwater properties. 

For more information about water quality and other natural resources topics, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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