Benefits of 4-H Animal Science Projects
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Kentucky youth gain many benefits from participating in animal science projects offered through 4-H/Youth Development.  This comprehensive educational program is open to youth ages nine through 19. It is administered through each county Cooperative Extension Service office.


Animal science projects provide a broad spectrum of learning experiences, whether youth choose a profession in livestock production or a related field.  The knowledge and skills learned in livestock projects greatly benefit members who decide to produce livestock or enter an allied field.  The skills youth learn in presenting animal science projects also apply to many real-life, 21st-century experiences outside the livestock arena.


Many Kentucky 4-H members are selecting and buying animals for their projects this time of year.  May 1 is the deadline to own breeding horses.  June 1 is the deadline for 4-Hers to nominate market lambs and market hogs through the county Extension office or teacher of agriculture.  The deadline to own breeding beef, sheep, swine and dairy animals also is June 1.


It’s important to consider project goals before selecting an animal.


Breeding and market projects have different goals; thus, youth should base selection on different characteristics for a market project animal than for a breeding one. 

A market project is shorter term and youth select an animal to reach market weight and grade by the livestock show time.  Although breeding animals are shown, they also must be suited for a production herd or flock.


In addition to evaluating an animal based on project goals, it’s equally important to prioritize resource inputs, notably time and money.  Remember, an animal bought in April might not be shown until August.


4-H members and their families invest a great deal in project animals shown at county, district and state livestock shows. 


Youth need to establish long-term goals for animal science projects, commit time and money, and assume the appropriate responsibilities of caring for and fitting animals for shows.  As show times approach, it becomes even more important to fit, groom and exercise animals.  Youth must develop a strong work ethic to maintain a daily routine that might otherwise be boring and lack-luster.


A responsible adult should be available to assist when necessary.


The competitive spirit in livestock shows makes each member’s commitment, planning and hard work worthwhile.  Everyone becomes a winner when learning occurs in animal sciences and the many other 4-H/Youth Development projects and activities.


For more information on 4-H, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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