WATER WISE, PROJECT WET ENCOURAGE WATER AWARENESS

Source: Jennifer Lynn

Kentucky youth become more aware of the importance of water to our daily lives and need to protect this non-renewable natural resource through 4-H Youth Development educational programs.

(Water Wise,( a water quality project for fourth- through sixth-grade students, is one of these programs. This project helps students understand such diverse topics as the water cycle, the causes, effects and prevention of water pollution, and how to safeguard this valuable natural resource.

In the first (Water Wise( section, (Introduction to Water,( fourth-grade students discover how important water is to humans and other species. Activities illustrate how much water we use daily and emphasize water conservation. Members practice measuring, using numbers and recording and interpreting data.

Fifth-graders learn about the water cycle and related topics in (Water on Earth.( Making a water cycle gives them practice in manipulating materials and observing.

In (Water Contamination and Water Treatment,( sixth-grade students become more aware of water pollution and how our daily activities can contribute to contamination. They gain skills in questioning, acquiring and communicating information, and recording and interpreting data.

Project WET
In addition to the youth activities, 4-H also provides instructors with informative materials to use in their schools and communities. One example is Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) a nationally and internationally known program geared to grades K-12. It promotes water resource awareness, knowledge and stewardship with series of innovative activities that are hands-on, easy to use and fun.

Project WET offers two different types of training.

One is a six-hour workshop where instructors learn to use the (Project WET( curriculum guide. The second is a 12-hour facilitator workshop teaching people how to conduct the initial six-hour training. Only people attending either of these sessions can buy the $15 curriculum guide. It contains more than 90 water-related activities that promotes critical thinking, problem-solving and other skills necessary to make informed water resource management decisions. 

Sharing information gained through (Project WET( encourages  local and regional programs to protect and sustain water as a valuable natural resource that(s essential to our future.

As a result of these training sessions, county Extension agents have used (Project WET( resources for community education activities, supplemental materials for soil conservation, forestry and recreation projects, and environmental field days.   4-H members have used these materials to train teen clubs. State naturalists, college recreation majors and community groups also have benefitted from the (Project WET( training sessions. 

Two other books are available through Project WET at a reduced rate of $15 each. You don(t have to attend a workshop to buy these books. (Wow! The Wonders of Wetlands( is an activity guide for grades K-12 dealing with what wetlands are and how to preserve them. (Conserve Water Educator(s Guide( is a series of lesson plans, case studies and prediction problems geared to middle- and high-school students.

Kentucky 4-H also makes available educational materials on   other environmental subjects, including wetland preservation, aquatic wildlife, ecosystems, and water management strategies. Some of these materials are free while others must be purchased.

 For more information on water education materials and activities, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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