4-H ATV Safety  
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Summer is just around the corner and owners of recreational vehicles are gearing up for outdoor fun and adventure.  Safety and education is a top priority for Kentucky 4-H which is in the process of securing certified trainers to teach 4-H’ers and their families about ATV safety.  Key components of the program include the correct manufacturer’s requirement of vehicles for youth and adults and the proper safety equipment and clothing to prevent injuries.   
As recently as 2007, Kentucky had 114 deaths attributed to ATV use, which was the third highest in the nation according to the U.S Consumer Product Safety Commission.  Only Florida and West Virginia had more fatalities.  

The Kentucky 4-H effort is part of an expanded national program to promote ATV safety education and awareness. The All-Terrain Vehicle Safety Institute®, a not-for-profit division of the Specialty Vehicle Institute of America®, was formed in 1988 to implement the program.  National 4-H Council and the safety institute have teamed up to support safe and responsible use of ATV’s, thereby reducing fatalities and injuries that may result from improper operation by the rider. Safety videos, games and the institute’s new online Rider Course are available at the National 4-H website. For more information go to http://svia.4-h.org/atvsafety/. 
      It is important that parents set rules for ATV use and discuss them with their children.  The safety institute suggests following these eight rules for a safe outdoor experience.

ATV Golden Rules
1. Always wear a helmet and other protective gear.

2. Never ride on public roads – another vehicle could hit you.

3. Never ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

4. Never carry a passenger on a single-rider vehicle.

5. Ride an ATV that’s right for your age. The following guidelines are based on engine  

size:
    Age 6 and older       Under 70cc (cubic centimeters)
    Age 12 and older     70cc – 90cc 
    Age 16 and older     Over 90cc 
6.  Supervise riders younger than 16.  ATVs are not toys.

7. Ride only on designated trails and at a safe speed.

8. Take an ATV Rider Course.  To enroll call toll free (800) 887-2887, or go to 
www.atvsafety.org.
Have a safe summer!  Make every ATV ride a safe ride!

For more information about the safe use of recreational vehicles, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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