4-H DOG PROGRAM TEACHES YOUTH VALUABLE SKILLS

Source: Michele Reilly

One Kentucky 4-H Youth Development program is (going to the dogs.( That(s because the program is all about dogs. It includes Camp Canine and the 4-H Dog Show at the Kentucky State Fair.

4-H Camp Canine, which has existed more than 20 years, will be May 17 through 19 at the J.M. Feltner 4-H Camp in Laurel County. The State 4-H Dog Show will be August 17 at the Kentucky State Fair in Louisville.

Last year(s Camp Canine had about 80 4-H members and their dogs, plus about 40 adult leaders, instructors and parents.

 At the camp, beginning and experienced 4-H members work with their dogs to develop skills in care and grooming, showmanship, obedience and agility and jumping. Youth also improve overall canine knowledge including breeds and breed characteristics and health regulations.

Camp Canine also gives 4-Hers an opportunity to explore careers, jobs, and productive leisure endeavors including arts and crafts and various recreational activities.

In addition to experiences with dogs, 4-Hers learn life skills and other competencies to prepare to enter the workforce. They learn dog ownership requires discipline and responsibility. And they become more effective leaders, team members, public speakers and citizens through various Camp Canine activities.  

This camp is open to any 4-Her interested in the dog project. Parents and dog club leaders are invited to join 4-Hers and their dogs at the camp.

Remember, all dogs participating in any 4-H canine activity must be examined by a licensed veterinarian and have a completed official health certificate that must be taken to every activity. Dogs should be examined within 60 days of the Camp Canine and within 150 days of the 4-H Dog show at the Kentucky State Fair.

All members who are working on a 4-H dog project are welcome to participate in the State 4-H Dog Show at the KSF. Events will include obedience, showmanship, conformation, agility, a costume class and miscellaneous classes.

For more information on Camp Canine, contact Michele Reilly at (502) 245-5766, or send e-mail to k9stuff@bellsouth.net.
To obtain details about the 4-H Dog Show and other educational programs and activities, contact the (COUNTY NAME) County Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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