4-H HORSE CONTESTS SET JUNE 11-12

Source: Bob Coleman

Several hundred Kentucky 4-H members will display their horse industry knowledge in competitive events during the 4-H Horse Contests June 11 through 12 in Lexington.

Junior and senior 4-Hers will participate in horse judging, hippology, horse bowl and communication events and crafts. Events will be at the Kentucky Horse Park and the Holiday Inn-North. The live horse judging will be at the horse park, while all other activities will take place at the Holiday Inn.

Youth don(t have to own a horse to take part in the Horse Contests.

4-H members from (COUNTY NAME) are scheduled to compete in the following horse contests: (LIST MEMBERS( NAMES AND THE EVENT[S] IN WHICH THEY WILL COMPETE) 


In the horse judging contests, individuals and teams demonstrate their abilities to identify proper conformation and performance in a group of four horses. Junior 4-H members, ages nine through 13, also will answer questions about the horses they judge; senior contestants, ages 14 through 18, will give oral reasons for their judging choices to an official judge. This event teaches youth to evaluate horses and provides lessons in critical thinking and public speaking.

The hippology contests tests members( total knowledge of the horse. Contestants take written examinations on anatomy, physiology, diseases, tack and equipment, horse sports, and management. They also must identify breeds, colors, gaits, tack conformation faults and common behaviors, among other horse-related topics. Finally, 4-Hers will judge four classes of horses.

For the horse bowl, which is similar to the college quiz bowl, 4-Hers must know a enormous amount of technical information pertaining to all phases of the horse industry. It is a double-elimination event, spanning two days. Individuals and teams correctly answering the most questions receive awards.

The communications events involve public speaking and demonstration contests.

The public speaking event helps 4-H members increase horse-related knowledge and develop communication skills. Members choose a topic related to the horse industry, develop main points and support these points with accurate information. They deliver speeches before a panel of judges and a general audience.

For the horse demonstration contest, members select an area of interest, formulate main points, create a visually stimulating presentation and deliver the demonstration before a general audience and judges( panel. Preparing for demonstrations enhances members( knowledge of a specific area of the horse industry and gives them experience preparing visual aids to express themselves.

The crafts contest is a creative outlet in which members can express themselves through a variety of media. These include kit and non-kit art, clothing, equipment and single photograph and series of photographs.   

Nearly 20 senior 4-H members scoring high in the horse contests will earn the honor of representing Kentucky at regional and national 4-H horse competitions. These youth will be sponsored with funding from the Kentucky Department of Agriculture(s Division of Shows and Fairs.

May 20 is the entry deadline. The registration fee is $3 per contestant for each contest entered, with checks made payable to Friends of Kentucky 4-H. Registration forms are available from your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service. Send forms and fees to State 4-H Horse Contests, University of Kentucky, 912 W.P. Garrigus Building, Lexington, KY 40546-0215.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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