4-H LIVESTOCK JUDGING CONTESTS FUN, EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES

Source: George Heersche

Preparing for livestock judging contests helps 4-H members do a better job with their animal science projects. Our Kentucky 4-H Youth Development program has about 10 of these projects.

Being involved in animal science projects often motivates 4-H members to become involved in livestock and related competitions. In some judging contests, participants don(t have an animal project, but realize they can develop many personal and life skills through these competitive, educational opportunities.

The Livestock and Dairy Judging Contests are two of these opportunities. They will be June 25 at the College of Agriculture(s E.S. Good Barn on the University of Kentucky campus and at the Coldstream Dairy Center. May 31 is the entry deadline. Contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service for registration forms, entry fees and other contest details.

By participating in judging contests, 4-H members develop personal skills that prepare them for careers and to function as adults in the world today and tomorrow. Some of these skills include observation, simultaneous evaluation of many variables, analytical, critical and logical thinking, making decisions and verbal communications. Youth also learn to accept differences of opinion, benefits of discussion and dialogue, and discover how to disagree without becoming disagreeable.

In addition, 4-H members learn the correct physical conformation for each species and why this knowledge is important.

The 12 Senior Division winners in dairy and livestock judging contests are invited to summer workshops for additional training. All these participants judge livestock at the Kentucky State Fair. The four members with the combined highest scores in the judging contest, summer workshop and KSF competitions are invited to participate as a team in national dairy or livestock contests this fall. The remaining Senior Division winners will compete in regional contests.

Contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service for more information on animal science projects and competitive events, as well as other educational opportunities available through Kentucky 4-H Youth Development.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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