Non-Ownership Project Enables Youth To Participate in Many Dairy Shows

Source:  George Heersche


Through the Non-Ownership Dairy Animal Project, 4-H members who don’t live on a dairy farm still can participate in shows.  


The purpose of this project is to involve youth who wouldn’t otherwise have the opportunity to show a registered dairy animal.  Thus, youth who own a dairy animal or animals cannot participate in the non-ownership project.


The non-ownership project works this way.


A 4-H member signs an agreement with a dairy farmer who supplies a registered, non-ownership dairy project animal for a year. Youth can have one or two animals. The 4-H member, farmer and others complete a non-ownership agreement. (Unlike other dairy projects, the non-ownership animal isn’t required to be registered in the member’s name with the breed association.)


Youth can show dairy animals at county fairs, district dairy shows, state breed association shows, and breed shows at the Kentucky State Fair.  The cattle and youth must comply with all show rules, except registering the animal in the competitor’s name.  This is an annual project so new non-owner certificates must be filled out annually.


The 4-H member takes care of the dairy animal, learning about nutrition and how to groom and show it.  The youth and farmer decide each other’s responsibilities.  For instance, the farmer might want the 4-H member to teach the animal to lead.  The 4-H member might expect the farmer to transport the project animal to the Kentucky State Fair, along with the dairy’s other animals.


Having a livestock animal is one of the benefits 4-H educational activities.  Youth assume the responsibility of caring for, training and showing the animal, and gain satisfaction for a job well done.  Members also learn animal husbandry skills.  These experiences can help youth prepare to enter the workforce and perhaps direct career interests.


For more information on 4-H, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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