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When a 4-H youth evaluates the merit of one animal versus another in order to select a suitable prospect for a project animal, livestock judging is the basis of the selection. Therefore, it is imperative for youth who participate in 4-H animal projects to have a thorough understanding of the criteria necessary to analyze and evaluate the project prospects. 
Competitive livestock judging, however, is more than evaluating animals as possible project prospects and is also beneficial for youth who may not participate in animal projects. 
Livestock judging is the process of evaluating, selecting, placing and learning about the various livestock species, such as beef cattle, sheep, swine and goats. Livestock judging is the foundation of any animal project.

The benefits of livestock judging are numerous. A livestock judging contest has two components: the traditional judging, placing, and orally defending component and a nontraditional question and answer component. In order to be competitive, a youth must be adept in both components

A livestock judging contest consists of a class of beef, sheep, swine or goats. A class is comprised of 4 animals of one particular breed, sex and age. Each animal in the class will be marked with a number from 1 to 4. The class consists of either breeding or market animals. Contestants will be given the description of each class. An example would be: “this is a class of breeding gilts.”
After mentally evaluating the class, the youth must mark the order of the placing from best to worst on a placing card. The placing card is extremely important because it is the official record of how a contestant placed the class. Placing cards will generally have a section for the contestant’s name, contestant number, class name and class number. It will also have a section for the official placing. Choice of placing can be circled or clearly identified to indicate the official choice for the placing. If the youth places the class correctly, a score of 50 points will be received for the class. However, if the placing varies from the official placing, the score will reflect the amount of deviation from the official placing of the class. If the youth fails to enter a choice what-so-ever, the score is 0.
Oral reasons are also an essential component of a livestock judging contest. When giving oral reasons the youth presents the reasoning for the manner is which he or she placed a class to an individual or a group of official judges. The benefits for youth in giving oral reasons are enormous. The youngsters are required to organize their thoughts, think clearly on their feet, and speak from memory, while maintaining poise and confidence. A good livestock judge can accurately and concisely describe an animal or group of animals such that an audience knows exactly what the judge saw. A perfect score for a set of oral reasons would be 50 points.
The last component of the livestock judging contest is the nontraditional section. This section tests the 4-Her’s general knowledge of livestock.  Regardless of the species, the ability to identify the major breeds is an important aspect of livestock judging. The ability to identify the external body parts of livestock as well as the important wholesale cuts are evaluated in this section. The ability to select or rank a group of animals based on their expected progeny differences (EPD’s) is another area that is evaluated as part of the nontraditional section.
The University of Kentucky is sponsoring the State Livestock Judging and dairy contest at the campus on Tuesday, June 28. About 400 youth are expected to participate in the contests and showcase their talents.
AGENT NOTE: If you have local 4-H members participating. List them now.
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