Mannequin modeling to showcase 4-H’ers fashion design at state fair
Source: Stephanie Blevins, 4-H youth development specialist 
After a very successful debut, 4-H mannequin modeling is returning to Cloverville during the 2009 Kentucky State Fair. Mannequin modeling allows young people to showcase their creativity, design and clothing construction skills as they display their 4-H clothing projects for Cloverville sightseers. Successfully completing a clothing project is a very rewarding experience for 4-H’ers.  Once the project is completed, youths enjoy showing or wearing their clothing for family and friends. Mannequin modeling gives them an opportunity to display their creations on a much larger stage.

Mannequin modeling is people imitating the pose of a mannequin to exhibit articles of clothing. While 2008 was the first year for mannequin modeling at the state fair, it has been around since the 1970s when the first mannequin models posed in store windows of the Abraham and Straus’ Flagship Store in Brooklyn, New York.

4-H’ers participating in this event will wear or hold their 4-H clothing project. A platform is available for them to use and hold their pose. Ideally, 4-H’ers will hold a pose for five minutes or as long as possible. In 2008, the event attracted a lot of attention from Cloverville visitors and was great fun for the models.
Any 4-H’er who has completed a 4-H clothing project within the past year can participate, regardless of whether they are a county winner or state fair participant. Interested 4-H’ers can sign up to model for either 15 or 30 minutes. Mannequin modeling will occur between 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. daily between August 21 and August 29. Applications are available through your county extension office.
 Space is limited, and time slots are filled on a first come, first serve basis. The application form has a place for youth to request their first, second and third time preferences. 4-H’ers selected to participate in the event will be notified of the date and time they are assigned to model. 
Mannequin modeling is a great opportunity for 4-H’ers to showcase their abilities and a great way for them to gain modeling experience. To get an application for mannequin modeling or for more information on 4-H clothing projects, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service. 
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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