4-H SHOOTING SPORTS ADDS FLINTLOCK CATEGORY

Source:  Teresa Boll

Based on member interest, a flintlock category for muzzle-loader rifles and pistols is being added to this year’s 4-H State Shooting Sports Event in September.  The new category will become a permanent one if enough people show sufficient interest by participating.

The state event is for 4-H members, ages nine to 19, who are active participants in a county shooting club. Members don’t have to qualify to participate, but must be listed on the county roster.   Registration forms are available from your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office.  August 9 is the deadline for all registrations to be received in the state 4-H office in Lexington.

  This is the second year for a two-day state shooting sports event.  The expansion provides an entire day for 20- and 12-gauge shotgun trap shooting competition, traditionally the most popular events. The trap shooting will be September 22 at the Wildlife Management Center on Dreyfus Road between Richmond and Berea in Madison County. 

All other shooting sports events will be September 21 at the Bluegrass Sportsman’s Club in Wilmore.  These will include the following general categories: BB, rifle, pistol, black powder and archery.

Other shooting sports educational activities include projects, county and area competitive events and camps.  By participating in these events, 4-H members learn respect and safety practices for firearms and archery equipment.  Members are encouraged to educate others by giving demonstrations or speeches on the safe, proper use of firearms and archery equipment. 

Every year, two educational shooting sports workshops are conducted at the Kentucky 4-H Leadership Center in Jabez.  Teenage and adult volunteers are trained in seven areas of firearm and archery equipment safety and use.  After passing a test, volunteers become certified shooting sports coaches and can lead a county club.  More than 80 counties have certified shooting sports instructors.

Since adults teach 4-H members, shooting sports strengthens relationships between youth and volunteer leaders.  Youth also benefit from the outdoor experiences.

For more information on Kentucky 4-H/Youth Development educational programs, contact your local Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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