Kentucky 4-H Dog Project Events
Source:  Wendy Stivers

The Kentucky 4-H Youth Development Dog Project offers youth the chance to train their pet, showcase talent, further knowledge and compete.  All of this is done while having fun.  This summer, youth are able to showcase their skills at the Kentucky State Fair 4-H Dog Show on Aug. 14, in Louisville.  

The State 4-H Dog Show includes a variety of events including classes in obedience and showmanship, costume, drill team, and agility.  

More than 100 dogs, from nearly 20 counties compete at the Kentucky State Fair each year.  Local 4-H participants this year include (INSERT NAMES HERE).  


Youth are also able to take part in three newer components of the dog project this year.  These are the Dog Bowl, Dog Judging Contest and the Dog Poster Contest.


Throughout the year, youth have learned about major dog breeds and have become acquainted with the characteristics that each possess. The Dog Bowl competition, in its second year, allows youth to showcase the knowledge they have gained through their project work. 

4-H members develop responsibility through care of their pet as they learn about proper nutrition, care, handling, and grooming techniques. Youth also learn about dog health regulations as well as first aid and treatments for simple ailments that do not require veterinary assistance.  


 The competitive aspect of the 4-H Dog Project teaches youth the importance of sportsmanship, cooperation and decision-making. Public speaking skills are sharpened through participation in demonstrations, tours, judging and/or exhibits. Youth put the skills they have developed through the dog project to use in community affairs, and as they demonstrate citizenship responsibilities.  The critical thinking skills that 4-H youth gain are valuable assets in future pursuits.  

4-H members build valuable friendships that connect them to a community of youth across America who are also learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.  


Everyday tasks such as record keeping and management are emphasized as youth track all expenses associated with the project for their record books.  Furthermore, youth explore both leisure and career opportunities through project work.  

The dog project is one of many 4-H programs brought to youth by the Cooperative Extension Service, the UK College of Agriculture and Kentucky State University. For more information on becoming involved in 4-H programs and clubs contact the (INSERT COUNTY NAME HERE) County Extension Office.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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