Land judging for 4-H members
Source: David Ditsch, UK extension agronomy specialist, director of Robinson Center
Land judging is a 4-H pursuit that teaches how to evaluate the productive capabilities of land, and this year’s competition will take place Aug. 19 in Oldham County. While the skill may seem particularly rural, it isn’t. It is a skill that resounds here in Kentucky, where agriculture is so important to the state economy, but land judging offers a truly universal way to understand and think about land and its place in the scheme of civilization. 

The critical evaluation of land has broad applications, ranging from farming and conservation to landscape architecture and beyond. Because productive soil is a component in meeting some of humans’ most basic needs, namely food and clothing, it is of vital concern on a local as well as a global level. 
People have always judged land; they will continue to do so, and for a variety of reasons, from agricultural, industrial, and residential to recreational needs. Looking closely at land reveals what it might be best suited for, its slope and run-off, soil type, etc. 
Land judging does not replace soil testing, but instead, complements it. Certain land features and qualities, such as slope, depth and color, indicate soil characteristics. Soil testing analyzes the chemical and physical nature of the soil, allowing scientists to predict how plant and soil respond to different inputs and uses.
In a 4-H land judging contest, participants will be tested on their knowledge of erosion; soil texture and workability; depth of root zone; erosion hazard; aeration and drainage; ability to supply moisture; land capability and conservation measures; and estimating slope. Individuals and teams can compete, and winners can proceed to the next level of competition, up to the national land judging contest.   
For more information, consult “4-H Land Judging in Kentucky,” http://www.ukwoodcenter.net/WWW%202008/4ba08me%20Soil%20Judging.pdf or contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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