State 4-H Shooting Sports
Source:  Donna Fox

In little more than 16 years, Kentucky's 4-H Shooting Sports Education Program has grown to involve about 6,000 youth and 900 volunteers statewide.

More than 850 youth, representing 64 counties, are registered for the state competition Sept. 18 at the Bluegrass Sportsman's Club in Wilmore and Sept. 19 at the Kentucky Wildlife Management Center in Berea.


A fund-raising banquet has been added this year.  It will take place Sept. 17 at the West Jessamine County High School.  Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door.  Doors open at 6 p.m., and the meal begins at 7:30 p.m., followed by an auction. Proceeds will benefit the Kentucky 4-H Shooting Sports Education Program and the National Wild Turkey Federation.  For more information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office, Donna Fox at 859-257-5961, or Jennifer Lynn at 859-289-5308.


Participating in the Shooting Sports Education Program helps youth master skills and develop a number of positive traits. Youth learn to safely handle and shoot firearms and archery equipment.  Shooting sports is an effective tool for growth and development by teaching leadership, responsibility and teamwork in a fun, non-formal environment. The youth-volunteer involvement also strengthens relationships.


During the state competition, junior and senior 4-Hers will demonstrate their mastery in a number of disciplines.  Those currently offered are 12-and 20 gauge shotgun, 22-calibre, bolt-action, pellet and BB rifle, muzzle-loader rifle and pistol and archery (compound bare and reserve, bow hunter and target).

Although youth do not have to qualify for the state competition, they must have participated in a county or multi-county shooting sports event.

All shooting sports clubs and events are coordinated and supervised by nationally  and state-trained volunteers.  Teen and adult volunteer certification training takes place biannually at the Kentucky Leadership Center in Jabez.

4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.


For more information on 4-H Youth Development programs, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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