Youth Learn Skills, Address Concerns At 4-H Issues Conference

Source:  Roger Rennekamp


For nearly 15 years, Kentucky youth have acquired skills to initiate positive changes in their communities and learned more about things that concern them and other youth at  the annual 4-H Issues Conference.  These delegates use what they learn to provide leadership for community programs to address locally identified needs.


About 175 high school sophomores and juniors are expected to attend this year’s conference November 20 through 23 at the Kentucky Leadership Center near Jabez.  An adult partner accompanies youth from each county.


Note Agents:  Please list delegates and adult partners from your county in the paragraph below.


Delegates from (County Name) are (list names here).  They will be accompanied by the following adult leader/leaders (list name(s) here).


Although delegates have different concerns, each has similar attributes.  These include a demonstrated leadership or potential, involvement in other organizations, exemplary communication skills, awareness of issues, and a commitment to action. 


This four-day, issues-based conference is designed to help young people become more involved in shaping public policies about youth issues and develop confidence that they can become resources to bring about positive changes in their communities.  Youth also acquire skills to provide leadership for efforts to achieve local changes and become more knowledgeable about issues affecting them. 


Each year the conference planning committee develops a list of issues affecting young people; then youth interested in attending the conference vote for the top three issues on their registration forms.  The most popular issues are chosen for action-group discussions during the conference.


The preference list for this year’s action groups includes diversity, dealing with sex, teen image, teen stress, censorship, biotechnology, alcohol, tobacco and drugs, dealing with adults, character and ethics, health and wellness,  war and peace, life beyond sports and the environment.


October 1 is the deadline to submit registration materials and fees.


For more information on the issues conference or other leadership and citizenship opportunities through 4-H programs, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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