4-H National Youth Science Day takes to the skies
Contact: Ashley Osborne, extension specialist for 4-H youth development; Torey Earle, 4-H agent for science, engineering and technology
Drones may seem like the ultimate remote control toy, but they are so much more. During the 4-H National Youth Science Day experiment, Drone Discovery, 4-H’ers will learn how drones are used to solve real-world problems like manage invasive weeds, find missing animals or deliver a package. Members will also get the opportunity to design their own drone.
Since its formation, 4-H has been at the forefront of helping young people appreciate and learn about science. A study of the organization found that individuals who take part in 4-H are two times more likely to participate in programs related to science, technology, engineering and mathematics compared to other youth.
4-H National Youth Science Day promotes the organization’s science programming efforts. During that day, held annually during National 4-H Week, millions of young people across the United States participate in the world’s largest youth-led science experiment. The official day is Oct. 5, but Kentucky 4-H clubs will conduct the experiment throughout the month. In (COUNTY NAME), we’ll conduct the experiment at (TIME, DATE AND PLACE).
During the day, 4-H’ers will work in teams to choose either an agricultural or business challenge to try to solve using a drone. As the young people work toward their solution, they will use engineering principles to design their own drone prototype including a platform and a remote sensor. In the process, they will learn important flight concepts including flight patterns, flight dynamics, spatial thinking and aircraft design. They will also learn about important rules and regulations regarding the private use of drones.
Young people will also learn about careers for professionals who routinely develop technologies, like drones, to solve real-world problems. STEM careers are projected to remain in high demand in coming years.
To find out more about your local 4-H National Youth Science Day experiment or how to get involved in science-related 4-H projects, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
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