Kentucky State Fair Young Adult Project offers new service opportunity for youth
Source:  Stephanie Darst, Kentucky State Fair Board and Stephanie Blevins, 4-H youth development specialist
With little more than 10 months until the next Kentucky State Fair, planning will soon be underway. To encourage more participation and input from teens and young adults, the Kentucky State Fair Board is accepting applications for the Young Adult Project. This new program is designed for high school and college students, ages 14 to 20, to aid in the development of fun, exciting events for the 2010 Kentucky State Fair. 
YAP participants will have the opportunity to conduct online peer surveys and quarterly planning sessions regarding programs, activities and entertainment geared toward young adults. In addition, YAP advisors will assist with state fair event promotion and marketing through online communication and social networking. As YAP participants, teens will not only earn community service hours, they will also have the opportunity to network and make friends from all over the state.

While youth who have grown up visiting the state fair or are active in 4-H and FFA are encouraged to apply, previous experience with the state fair is not required. To become a YAP Board member, youth should exhibit the following qualities:
· Leader and positive role model to peers

· Active in their school and community

· Outgoing, creative and fun-loving personality

· Ability to share and discuss ideas in a professional and respectful manner

· Active in social networking 

· Interest in making the Kentucky State Fair a fun place for teens and young adults

To complete the YAP application online or download a printable version, go to http://www.kystatefair.org/special_exhibits/yap/index.html. The deadline to apply is Oct. 15. For more information about becoming a YAP participant, contact Stephanie Darst at sdarst@ksfb.ky.gov.
For more information on local community service opportunities, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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