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Our nation's democracy depends upon its citizens as voters, volunteers and general participants in civic life. Our future depends upon young people becoming responsible citizens.

The 4-H Youth Development program is among the many Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service programs that focus on civic engagement through such projects as citizenship, leadership, character development and community services for people ages nine through 19. The young people master the skills necessary to make valuable contributions to their communities and beyond; develop independence through positive leadership and self-discipline; experience the pleasure and self-satisfaction of helping others; and gain a sense of belonging with diverse people.


Young people can contribute through positive actions in their schools, neighborhoods and communities by volunteering in organizations and performing individual acts of concern for others.

Parents and caregivers can encourage young people to become more involved in their communities.  Teenagers whose parents take part in civic engagement are move likely to be engaged in this pursuit.

Teens involved in civic engagement from the design of the program through its evaluation become fully occupied and do not find civic activities boring. They also continue to be involved over time, because civic engagement is not a one-time activity.

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.

For more information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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