4-Hers Avoid Harsh Weather; Use Virtual Land Judging Site

Source:  David Ditsch


As harsh weather approaches, Kentucky 4-H members will have a warm place to work on their land-judging projects.  This cozy location will be at a computer using a virtual land judging site developed by agronomists with the UK College of Agriculture.


Actually, the site is available to any person or group interested in earth science. Simply go to http://pf1.ca.uky.edu/robinsonstation/virtualland.htm.


Land judging is a way to appraise the physical nature and capabilities of soils.  It has many uses. Farmers use land judging before buying land and to plan crop or livestock operations; home builders use it to discover whether soil is suitable for a good foundation, a stable road and to support a septic tank system; and regulatory agencies evaluate land for suitability as an environmentally safe landfill.


The early settlers judged land by noting the predominant trees in a forest.  They knew a poplar forest indicated a different soil than a beech or red oak forest.


This virtual land judging site provides more current land-judging methods.  4-H members can study a photograph of a piece of land and information on its landscape characteristics to practice beginning and intermediate land judging.  The site has a Special Topics section with an in-depth focus on a specific soil or land judging concept. Visitors also can download the 16-page land judging manual.


By visiting this site, 4-H members develop a good working knowledge of soil by learning the characteristics to be evaluated in land judging.  They learn basic soil concepts that can be applied to various land uses. The concepts include degree of soil erosion , erosion hazard rating, root zone rating, soil texture and workability, soil aeration and draining rating, land use limitations based on soil capabilities, the soil’s ability to supply moisture to plants based on its texture, percentage of slope and amount of erosion influence. 


4-H members use this knowledge for the state land judging contest, which takes place during the Kentucky State Fair.  The winning county team, comprised of the four highest contest scores, represents Kentucky at the National Land Judging Contest.  


For more information on land judging or other educational projects available through 4-H Youth Development, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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