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The 4-H Dog Care and Training Project is a valuable experience that teaches youth to raise and understand animals as well as master important life skills.


Learning to take care of a dog teaches responsibility, pride in ownership and decision making.  This project is also an excellent tool for character development because youth learn patience, persistence and a strong work ethic while training a dog.


Youth also are exposed to a number of career opportunities in dog care and training including veterinarians, veterinarian assistants, and kennel operators; and general obedience education. Dogs serve many important purposes including guiding the blind, assisting police and helping find lost children and adults. One of their most important purposes is the pleasure of companionship for people of all ages.

Another important aspect of the dog care and training project is that it pairs youth with volunteer leaders.  For adults, there are few opportunities more gratifying than seeing 4-H youth grow and develop in knowledge and character through 4-H county and state dog shows, dog bowls, dog judging contests, agility competition, and state 4-H Dog Camp in May.

4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.


For more information on 4-H projects, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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