4-H Needlework Expanded into Department
Source:  Marjorie Baker


Kentucky 4-H members can choose from more heritage skill and needle art related projects in the newly organized Needlework Department.  It combines some former apparel and textiles and some arts and crafts projects, thus providing more instructional materials for varied interests.

The department has six categories – crocheting, knitting, lacework, quilting, embroidery and needlepoint. 


Needlework divisions are based on skill levels, rather than age.  Many categories have a "young junior" level that is restricted to 4-Hers ages nine to 11 years old. Other skill levels are beginner, intermediate and advanced.


The new department gives youth opportunities to pursue new interests. An older 4-H member can participate in a beginner project, but does not compete with younger members.

The embroidery category has been expanded to cover all types.  These include redwork, cross-stitch and counted cross-stitch, crewel, huck, chicken scratch (also known as snow flake), candlewicking and free-style.


Machine and hand quilting will be judged separately. 


Many previously constructed crocheted and knitted items can be exhibited within the new needlework guidelines. 


Contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service for more details about the Needlework Department.  The 4-H Youth Development program has many educational projects and activities to help members master and enhance the skills to help others and become productive members of the community. 


4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and live skills.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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