Community Service Learning Projects A Winner for 4-H and Communities

Source: State 4-H Office

Our county has gained much from the community service learning projects performed by 4-H members and adult volunteers over the years.

These service projects have included (list some of your local projects here.)

An important aspect of community service learning projects is the involvement of 4-H members and adult volunteers with various community organizations. These interactions bring members of our community closer together. The experiences also foster understanding and acceptance of various cultures and viewpoints.

Learning by doing is an important emphasis of 4-H projects and activities. Experience has taught us that this experiential learning process is an effective teaching method to increase understanding and the application of new knowledge, attitudes and skills.

The 4-H members engaged in community service learning projects learn more about the community, determine local needs, and work with others to help meet these needs. Participants use reference and research tools and critical thinking and decision-making skills to explore all avenues of community needs from identification through solution.

These experiences enable members to apply the skills and knowledge gained in 4-H to real-life situations in their own communities. This expands what they have learned by extending 4-H educational experiences into the local areas.

Involvement in community service learning projects helps 4-H members acquire skills that better prepare them to enter the workforce as well as adapt to various situations they will encounter throughout their lives.  They develop such life skills as leadership, citizenship, self-motivation, empathy, sharing and teamwork.  They also polish written and oral communications skills.
For more information on community service learning projects and other educational opportunities available through 4-H/Youth Development, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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