4-H Certified Volunteers Needed for Livestock Program

Source: Ken Culp, 4-H youth development specialist for volunteerism


If you are interested in guiding 4-H’ers as they learn about livestock, assisting youth in livestock judging competitions or helping 4-H members prepare for a skill-a-thon, being a 4-H livestock certified volunteer may be a perfect fit for you. 


The livestock volunteer certification program concentrates on beef, sheep, swine, dairy, market goat and county ham.  It also offers education on meat, livestock and dairy judging and a skill-a-thon. 


Any interested adult can become a 4-H certified volunteer, regardless of whether the adult has a child enrolled in the program. Livestock certified volunteers assist extension agents by ensuring youth enrolled in the livestock program receive at least six hours of educational instruction from the Kentucky 4-H curriculum. Youth need the six hours of instruction to effectively prepare for and maintain eligibility to participate in livestock competitions and educational events.

Since volunteers extend the livestock program beyond what agents are able to reach, and because the efforts of certified volunteers allow agents an opportunity to devote additional time to developing new programs, extension agents aren’t eligible to become certified volunteers.

In order to become a 4-H certified volunteer in livestock, interested persons must attend a certification workshop. Workshops are offered twice a year and typically begin at 5 p.m. on Friday and end at 5 p.m. on Saturday. The next session will be held on Jan. 4-5 at General Butler State Resort Park in Carrollton.

Certification workshops educate volunteers about how to ensure that youth have a well-rounded educational experience. A certified volunteer ensures 4-H’ers get quality instruction on subjects involving livestock. These topics include breeds, body conformation, skeletal anatomy, wholesale and retail meat cuts, feeds and feeding, nutrition, animal health, reproduction, fitting, showmanship, judging and many others.

Certified livestock volunteers are given a complete set of curricula, materials and educational resources which help guide volunteers as they complete activities with youth at club meetings and activities. In order to become a certified volunteer, volunteers must teach a short lesson using materials and curriculum provided during the workshop to their peers, participate in a skill-a-thon activity and make at least 70 percent on a three-part written test.

After completing the certification workshop, certified volunteers will receive a certificate, sign a contract and will be listed on the registry on the Kentucky 4-H web site. The contract requires volunteers to agree to offer at least nine hours of educational instruction each year and be responsible for ensuring youth participating in their livestock program have completed at least six hours of educational activities each year, prior to the validation and animal ownership deadlines.

There are other 4-H certified leadership opportunities in shooting sports, master gardening and clothing. Each has a different set of volunteer requirements and obligations. To learn more about becoming a 4-H certified volunteer in livestock or for more information about other certified leadership opportunities, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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