Annual 4-H Essay Contest Focuses
On Honey Bees, Honey Symbolism


How many symbols and sayings about honey bees and honey can you remember?


Kentucky 4-H members will be using their knowledge and all sorts of reference materials to answer this question as they prepare for the 2005 essay contest.  The topic is "Use of Honey Bees and Honey in Symbolism."

Honey bees and honey have been symbolically used throughout recorded history.

 Here are some examples.  Bees are inscribed in ancient Egyptian tombs. Napoleon had bees on his throne and robes to symbolize that he was working hard.
The U. S. Navy Construction Battalion was tagged "the sea bees."  Members were known for the ability to work under adverse conditions with few resources. Machine-gun-toting bees were part of their emblem. 

Utah is known as the "Beehive State;" its motto is "Industry." Sayings like "as busy as a bee" and "honey of a job" are part of our language. 

The essay contest is open only to active 4-H Youth Development members. (Date) is the deadline to submit essays to the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office.


Research sources include the county Extension office, school and public libraries, local beekeepers, and beekeepers' associations.  The American Beekeeping Federation web site at http://www.ABFnet.org/resources has links to other information sites.


The scope of research, which accounts for 40 percent of the score, is an essential judging criterion. Judges evaluate the number and variety of sources consulted and the sources' authority. Other essay judging criteria are accuracy, 30 percent, and creativity, conciseness and logical topic development, 10 percent each.

The essay contest is sponsored by the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees and the Kentucky State Beekeeping Association.  The first-, second- and third-place state winners will receive $100, $75 and $50, respectively, from the KSBA.   National first-, second- and third-place winners will be given $250, $100 and $50, respectively by the FPHB.


(NOTE AGENTS)  Dr. Thomas C. Webster must receive essays by February 7, 2005.  His mailing address is Atwood Research Facility, Kentucky State University, Frankfort, Ky. 40601-2355. 


4-H is a community of young people across America learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.


For more information on the beekeeping essay contest and other 4-H Youth Development educational opportunities, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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