4-H Youth Development Programs

Address Water Education and Stewardship

Source: Ashley Osborne

A good way to protect water resources is to help children make conservation and water quality protection lifelong habits. Kentucky’s 4-H youth development program has projects and other activities to instill the importance of sustaining water and other natural resources.

The Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide is geared to students ages 5 to 18. The international guide is included in the Kentucky 4-H Youth Development Core Curriculum for water resources.  The guide teaches awareness, appreciation, knowledge and stewardship of water through multidisciplinary, hands-on, fun activities. Students discover the value of water to humans and other life forms, explore the importance of conservation, learn about the water cycle, and become more aware of how daily activities can contribute to contamination.  

Through the activities, youth practice measuring, using numbers, recording and interpreting data, manipulating materials and observing. They also gain skills in questioning, acquiring information and communication.

Another valuable part of Project WET is that many of the activities encourage 4-Hers to take action by applying what they learn in their community.  

In Stream Sense, 4-Hers use their five senses to observe a stream. At the end of the activity, youth create a sensory guide brochure based on their findings for other people who visit the stream to use. 

This is only one of the Kentucky 4-H Youth Development Core Curriculum water resources agents use to educate our youth on water awareness, appreciation, and stewardship.

Our local program features several water education programs including (LIST THOSE HERE.)

Parents also can teach children about the importance of water at home by being good stewards of our water and other natural resources.
Why not take children on a tour of your home and help them discover some simple ways to save water?

For more information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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