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Every two years, 4-H volunteers and staff from across the state come together for two days filled with fun and learning at the Kentucky 4-H Volunteer Forum. This year the forum will be held Feb. 24-25 at the Hyatt Regency Lexington.


The forum is designed to emphasize and celebrate volunteer contributions as integral to Kentucky 4-H Youth Development. Whether you are a club leader, teen leader, parent, teacher, council member or someone who works in any aspect of youth development – there is something for you at the 2006 Kentucky 4-H Volunteer Forum
Hundreds of volunteers will be attending this year’s event that includes activities that can help them become more effective volunteers, leaders and mentors.  The event will kick off at 12:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, with an opening session and a keynote address.
More than 100 educational workshops will be offered. Club leaders will find new program and teaching ideas. Educators will discover 4-H programs that will help them involve youth in life skills education. Teens and adults will participate in leadership and skill-building workshops.  On-site community service projects will also be available, some of which will support U.S. troops overseas. 
Volunteers from across Kentucky will be recognized during the forum at the Hall of Farm Awards Banquet.  Awards include: Community Service; Conrad Feltner Leadership; ICE - Innovative, Creative and Enthusiastic; Partners in Progress; TEAM - Together Each Achieves More; Leadership Development; and the Lifetime Achievement Award.  Additionally, two special awards, the Friend of Kentucky 4-H and the Distinguished Leadership Award, will be bestowed.  Volunteers will also be recognized for years of service to the Kentucky 4-H program with the “Tenure Awards Recognition Luncheon.”

With more than 700 people expected to attend, you will have lots of opportunities to find others with whom you can network and learn new ways to improve and expand your role in youth development. More than 30 commercial and educational exhibits will be set up for attendees to browse through and gather ideas, resources and special gifts.
Funding for the forum comes not only from the $60 fee but from a variety of other sources. Private donations help fund the awards and recognition program. Counties also have the opportunity to provide funding through county sponsorships. Sponsorships begin at the Topaz level for $200 and go through the Emerald level at $5,000.

In recent years, a silent auction provides opportunities to get a great bargain and help with funding the forum.  

Tours, fun shops and a dance fill the time when attendees aren’t in workshops or the awards banquet. Four pre-conference tours – UK athletics, equine hospital, distillery and horse farm - are planned for Friday morning.
All registration is done electronically through the county Extension office. Early registration is due by Jan. 16 with payment. Final registration is due Jan. 28. Attendees will not have to pre-register for workshops.
If you would like to attend or would like more information, contact the (Your County) Extension office.
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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