SPRING FOREST FIRE SEASON UNDERWAY IN KENTUCKY
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Now through early May is spring forest fire season in Kentucky. During this time, temperatures are beginning to rise and we have less moisture from snow and rainfall.

Don(t let a day or several days of rain lull you into a false sense of security that the potential for fires is low, because the ground is completely saturated. The upper surface of the ground can quickly dry out on a windy day with full sunlight. Plus, last year(s leaves and small dead branches often dry out to the extent that even a small fire creates major problems.  It(s not uncommon to have spring forest fires following several days of rain.

Kentucky forest fires typically burn close to the ground so they usually don(t kill trees. But fires do reduce the value or potential value of timber because they damage the most valuable section of a tree, the first 16 feet. This area is most affected by any forest fire, causing trees to lose hardwood lumber value throughout their life spans.  Timber stands can lose 50 percent of their potential value from damage of a single fire. 

Although trees don(t die, fires create openings for insects and diseases to enter at the base of the tree which causes staining and rotting damage. This damage often isn(t visible to the naked eye because trees will continue to leaf out and show no obvious signs of fire-related problems.

Trees in our forests have a value beyond timber production including wildlife habitats, watershed management and recreational areas.

Be careful if you have to burn near or in a forest anytime of the year. Several laws regarding burning prevail during spring and fall forest seasons. One is not to burn any closer than 150 feet from a forested area. Also, don(t burn between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

And remember that any individual found responsible for allowing a fire to get out of hand is accountable for the entire cost of suppressing that fire.
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