Make Woodlands Part
Of Total Management Plan

Source:  Doug McLaren


Woodlands are important sources of income, help protect the soil and provide potential recreational sites. Yet many woodland owners do not include these areas in the total management plan. In fact, most of the 12 million acres of timberland in Kentucky is not managed. 

So how does an owner begin to tend woodlands?

First, obtain a free forest management plan from the Kentucky Division of Forestry to achieve the maximum income from the timber. Owners can contact the KDF at 502-564-4496, or e-mail to forestry@ky.gov.

There are various cost-share programs to offset the expense of developing a management operation to bring woodlands into full production.  

Second, rely on science-based information rather than tradition.  What seems logical when trying to “self diagnose” forest needs can become a timber management nightmare when it is repeated through generations.

Third, hire a professional forester to address long-term needs of both the forest and landowner.  A forester is an essential element at any stage in developing a woodlands management plan.  The forester may identify such needs as harvesting, thinning over-crowded stands, or culling less valuable stems.

For more information, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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