TIS THE SEASON TO DRY FIREWOOD?
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It probably seems strange to be thinking about firewood this time of year, but now is a good time to begin drying firewood for this winter.

Firewood should be air dried, or seasoned, to the proper moisture content to burn efficiently and safely. The more water in firewood, the less heat is generated to warm a room. This is because much of the energy released is used to turn moisture into steam that goes up the chimney. In addition, the slow-burning fire causes a creosote buildup in the fireplace and chimney; over time, this accumulation could cause a chimney fire. A smouldering fire often leads to poor draft up the chimney, causing smoke to spread into the room.

Air-drying wood to remove free moisture for three months is good; six months is even better.

It(s easy to season, or dry, firewood; simply let it sit out doors, but protected from water. Put a cover like a tarpaulin only over the top of the wood to keep water from running through the stack, but leave the ends free for the sun and air to aid seasoning. Stack firewood on old pallets to keep it off wet soil.

To speed the drying process, you can remove the bark; split firewood to expose more of its surface area to the air, and stack it so air circulates through the pile from all sides.

Don(t stack firewood against your home or a wooden fence, because it can attract termites, and the moisture condensation can cause mold and decay on wall sections and wooden surfaces.  

Properly seasoned firewood has a gray, weathered appearance and large cracks and splits on end surfaces. The larger the cracks, the drier the wood.

Dense woods, such as oak, hickory and black locust, produce more energy. Although yellow-poplar, silver and red maple woods provide less heat, they ignite quickly and are great to help start the fire.

For more information, contact your (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
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