CHIGGER FOLKLORE

Sources: Lee Townsend and other land-grant university information

Chiggers and talk of itchy problems with these irritating pests of humans and animals soon will be wafting across Kentucky.

There are some common misconceptions about chiggers.

Only the larval (immature) stage of this family of mites causes the itching problem. After hatching, larvae crawl around until they find and attach to a suitable host. In addition to humans, chiggers feed on a variety of wild and domestic animals, including snakes, turtles, birds, rodents and domestic pets such as dogs and cats.

A common myth is that chiggers burrow into a your skin. This isn(t true. Instead, they inject a salivary fluid that produces a hard, raised area around them, and use a feeding tube to withdraw liquified tissues from hosts. The red welt rash and intense itching are allergic relations from the salivary secretions and can last for up to two weeks or longer.

Larvae feed for about three or four days; then drop off and eventually mature into non-parasitic adults.

For more information about chiggers and other summer pests, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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