Effectively Managing Weeds

In Pastures and Hayfields
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Several factors affect management decisions on whether to initiate weed control in a grass pasture or hayfield. These include the type of weeds present, their life cycles and control tactics.  It also is important to manage pastures to promote growth of desirable forage species that will compete with weedy-type plants.


Weeds compete with desirable forage species for light, water and nutrients. Undesirable weeds may diminish the quality and palatability of forages.  In addition, some weeds are potentially poisonous. However, not all weeds are bad.  Some weedy plants have nutritional value, especially if grazed when they are young and actively growing.


For these reasons, the type of weeds present may effect control decisions.


It also is important to note weed life cycles when considering control.

  
When done at the proper time, mowing or clipping is an effective way to limit the spread of undesirable plants by preventing or reducing seed production.  Begin mowing when weeds are in the stem elongation stage, but before flower production.

Frequent, repeated mowing can help suppress some perennial weed species.  However, mowing does not inhibit all weeds. Low-growing plants such as dandelions and crabgrass may be more prevalent in frequently mowed pastures.


Herbicides are another weed-control option to consider. They can be effective in some situations, but may be cost prohibitive for some weed problems.

 
Herbicides used during the mid-summer months have a greater potential to injure nearby sensitive vegetation such as tobacco, vegetable gardens and ornamental plants, particularly when air temperature and humidity are high.

Manage pastures and hayfields to promote vigorous growth of desirable forage species while creating unfavorable conditions for unwanted plants. Effective pasture management should include practices to maintain the proper soil pH and fertility levels, sustain grasses with a rotational grazing system without over-grazing, allow new seedlings to become well established before use, and renovating when needed.

In any weed management program for grass pastures and hayfields, considering and using a variety of control tactics is most effective.


Contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service for more information.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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