Select the Right Horse Feed
Source:  Bob Coleman


When choosing a commercial horse feed select a grain mix to provide needed nutrients not supplied by the forages.  Your selection will depend on such factors as the type of forage being used and activity level of the horses being fed.

There are many grain mixes on the market today.  To choose the appropriate feed for your hoses, consider the minerals, vitamins and protein the animal needs and what portion of these nutrients will be supplied by the forage (hay or pasture) you are providing horses in your care. 

Following these tips will help you select the right grain mix for your horses.


Read the label to determine the correct amount of nutrients supplied by the feed.

If you are feeding a mineral vitamin supplement in addition to forage and grain portions, avoid the philosophy that if a little is good, more is better.  The nutrient levels in supplements are formulated based on the amount being fed. Providing more than the directions suggest may lead to over supplementation.  Conversely, feeding less may not provide the level of nutrients a horse requires.


Select grain mixes or supplements to meet a specific need.  Do not duplicate the feeding programs of other horse owners unless you understand why they are using the feeds as well as the total feeding program for their horses.

 
The bottom line is to read the labels on all feeds for your horses and then make selections based on what nutrients the horses require.


Contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service for more information on nutrition and other equine management practices.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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