BEES, WASPS PUT STING IN TOBACCO TOPPING

Source:  Lee Townsend


Being stung by bees or wasps is one reason topping tobacco is such an unforgettable experience.  They feed on “honeydew” excreted by aphids who are feeding on sap in tobacco leaves.  Bees or wasps readily will sting when you grab them while topping plants.


To temporarily reduce bees and wasps, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office for tobacco insecticide recommendations.   Since these insects continually move in and out of tobacco fields, replacement pests always will appear on aphid-infested plants.


It’s important for tobacco producers to remember the restricted entry interval that must be followed when chemicals are applied.  This is the interval between the insecticidal application and when individuals can enter the field without having to wear specific protective equipment listed on the product label.


Stings from bumblebees are another potential problem, especially in and adjacent to tobacco barns and other areas with accumulated clutter.   Don’t forget that items such as tobacco sticks provide protective sites for bumblebee nests in barns. When moving tobacco sticks or other items around, wear leather work gloves. Also, don’t reach in or put your hand in an area where you can’t see.


Bumblebees give you a slight warning before stinging because they beat their wings to warm up before taking off; this produces a “buzzing” sound.


Always wash the wound from a bee or wasp sting to lessen the possibility of a secondary infection.  To reduce pain, apply an ice pack or topical pain reliever.  You might need to rest and elevate the injury for more severe, localized reactions
A few stings usually causes a reaction right around the stinging site, including such symptoms as redness, itching, swelling, pain and a welt within two to three minutes.  These symptoms normally disappear in about two hours.  A more intense local reaction affects a two-inch diameter area at the site and can cause pain in other parts of the body. These reactions usually are most intense 48 hours after the sting, but might last up to a week.


Immediately take the sting victim to a doctor if symptoms include a constricted feeling in the chest, difficulty breathing, or intestinal distress.


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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