Test Forages to Improve Farm Income
Source:  Donna Amaral-Phillips


Livestock producers need to know the nutritive content of forages such as corn silage and hay they will feed animals this year. Routinely testing is necessary because forage quality changes with growing conditions, and most importantly the stage of maturity at which forages were harvested.

You cannot tell the quality simply by looking at forages. Instead have them tested by a laboratory. Use a forage probe to take representative samples.  For example, use a probe to take a sample from 20 different bales when testing hay or balage. 

Once forages are tested, use the results to balance rations. Otherwise, you could have decreased performance in the form of lower weight gain, milk production or reproductive efficiency that might not show up until later. All this can translate into lower net income for your farm operation.


To increase the bottom line, always test forages and balance rations to meet the needs of your herd. 


For more information on increasing farm income, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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