Plant Pansies in the Fall

Source:  Richard Durham


Your spring display of pansies will be even more spectacular if you set out plants  in early fall.  This gives plants time to become well established before cold winter weather. 


Fall planting will reward you with three seasons of colorful blooms. You should have some blooms from now until Christmas and again from late February to late March, depending on winter and spring weather.  The peak show will be from about mid-April to mid- to late-spring.  Summer heat causes a decrease in flower production and size as plants start to decline in mid- to late-June.


Few flowers can match the pansy for diversity in colors. The standards are combinations of yellows, blues and bronzes with black and white markings that resemble a face.  However,  also look for nearly  solid whites, yellows, blues and some maroons that are almost red. Most varieties will do well in Kentucky.


For best results, plant pansies in a well-drained soil in full sun to partial shade.  Plants put in partial shade generally will produce flowers later into the spring; but will produce fewer blooms.


Keep plants well-watered, but not too wet.


Avoid excess fertilizer in the fall, especially nitrogen, because it produces rapid, succulent growth that is less winter hardy.  Too much fertilizer also results in excessive foliage at the expense of flower production.  A few applications of a soluble fertilizer at planting and several weeks later will get pansies through the fall and winter.  Fertilize with a soluble plant food again in mid-March as the plants begin to resume active growth.


Put a mulch of straw, bark or other organic matter around pansies to conserve soil moisture and prevent alternate freezing and thawing of soil during the winter that can lift plants out of the ground.


As winter weather approaches, you will notice the foliage has turned a dull green and leaves have started to wilt.  Although this is a natural response to cold weather, it also is a signal for you to take protective measures to ensure that the pansies make it through the winter.


Frozen soil and winter winds can rapidly dry out plants and chances are they might not recover.  Snow cover protects plants from harsh winter weather.  However, in the absence of snow cover, apply a two-inch thick layer of straw to protect plants from drying out. Apply and keep the straw on pansies as long as temperatures consistently are below 20 degrees Fahrenheit.


Pull back straw when the weather warms up; otherwise the plants might suffocate as they resume growth in the spring.


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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