Fall Tree Color

Source:  Doug McLaren


Mid-October is the beginning of the brilliant fall tree color show in Kentucky.  Actually these brilliant colors have been there all along; they’ve been masked by a cloak of chlorophylls, green pigments vital to a tree’s food-making process.


Trees use and replenish chlorophylls during the growing season.  High replacement maintains green leaf color.  As fall approaches, the green pigments are replaced at a slower rate due to complex environmental factors and the trees’ genetic makeup. The dwindling supply of green pigments unmasks other pigments that were present all along, revealing the spectacular show of fall color. 


We can enjoy a variety of floor colors because our diverse climate and soil composition enable many trees from northern and southern states to grow in Kentucky.


Various shades of red color are produced by black gum, pear, sumac, dogwood, maple, oak and sassafras trees. Those giving us a range of orange and yellow hues include yellow-poplar, birch, hickory and beech. 


As you view the brilliant fall color show, see if you can solve these riddles. (Answers are at the end of this column.)


What tree grows nearest the ocean? What tree often is found in someone’s mouth? What tree always has a partner?


Viewing the spectacular tree color show also can be a learning experience as indicated by the following statements.


It’s important to branch out.  If you truly believe in something, don’t be afraid to go out on a limb. Be flexible so you won’t break when a harsh wind blows.  In today’s complex world, it pays to branch out. Sometimes you have to shed your old bark to grow.  It’s better to be honest than poplar.  Avoid people who want to cut you down. 


Get all spruced up when you have a date.  If the party gets boring, just leaf. Don’t pine away over old flames.


Here are the answers to the tree riddles:  beech, (black) gum and pear.


For more information on fall tree color, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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