Don’t forget about CHAPS
Source: Arren Heenan, animal and food sciences extension associate
The University of Kentucky offers production and financial record-keeping systems for beef cattle. Let’s focus on production records since they act as the foundation in livestock record keeping.

The production record-keeping program supported by UK is CHAPS or Cow Herd Appraisal Performance Software. This system is a computer software program that enables producers to track beef cattle production from conception to carcass. It is a whole-herd management tool that yields information about your herd’s performance, genetics and meat quality.

One challenge with record keeping is converting the raw data collected on the farm into useful information. This is why the computerized programs are useful; they do the work for you. The CHAPS program will provide you with multiple herd reports, including a year-end analysis and a lifetime progeny report. You can use these reports to assist in making confident management decisions. It’s crucial to eliminate the guesswork and make decisions based on fact. 

You can purchase the CHAPS program for $25, and you must agree to send in your records each year. Producers’ records remain confidential and will assist in Kentucky’s statewide database. If you are interested in CHAPS, but you don’t feel comfortable working with a computer, UK offers what is called “custom processing service.” Simply stated, you submit your cow-herd inventory to the Kentucky Beef Network and someone at UK in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences will process it for you. They mail back to the producer any reports generated in the process. This option has an additional fee of $0.50 per cow, per year, plus a $10 service charge.

Please remember that keeping records on your cow herd is an essential part of your business. Record keeping shouldn’t be a burden; it should coexist with your operation.

For more information on CHAPS, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service or contact Arren Heenan, UK animal and food sciences extension associate at 859-278-0899.
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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