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Following good mastitis prevention practices will improve milk income from your dairy herd.

Mastitis costs dairy farmers $184 per cow per year according to estimates from the National Mastitis Council.  This translates into nearly $20,000 a year in a 100-cow herd. About two-thirds of the lost income is caused by reduced milk production.


Although you may see the loss in milk discarded because of mastitis and the expense of disease treatment, these costs are minor compared to the reduced milk production that is not visible.

A good mastitis prevention program will dramatically reduce this disease in your dairy herd.

Dipping teats after milking is one of the keys to preventing new mastitis infections. While it may seem simple to say "all teats of all cows should be dipped after milking," it is much more difficult to regularly follow this practice.

Be sure the teat dip contains an effective germicide such as iodine, chlorhehidine, or another one. Contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service for a copy of the National Mastitis Council's annual report on efficiency research on teat dips.

When teat dipping after milking, always cover at least two-thirds of all teats with the dip.  The best way to do this is to actually dip them in a teat cup.  Do not spray the dip on teats because it is nearly impossible to get good coverage using this method.

The best way to cure mastitis is to use a dry cow therapy product to treat every quarter of every cow at drying off. This treatment prevents most of the new mastitis infection that normally occurs during the first part of the dry period.

When reviewing your mastitis prevention program, remember the importance of the cows' environment because the cleaner cows have less risk of mastitis.

Sawdust used as bedding can contain high levels of mastitis-causing bacteria. Even kiln-dried sawdust that has been in the freestall a few days can have extremely high levels of the organisms.  To reduce the risk of environmental mastitis, add fresh sawdust at least two times a week.

For more information on mastitis prevention, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.
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