Managing a Horse Farm

Source:  Bob Coleman


Planning ahead and consulting with a veterinarian will help you develop an effective health program for your horses.


After weaning young horses, owners need to talk to a veterinarian about starting a vaccination schedule.  People with weanlings should check with a veterinarian about a vaccination program to use when the animals reach five to six months old.  And remember to schedule a vaccination program for your broodmares as well.


 Also discuss with your veterinarian a deworming schedule that’s right for your farm and horses.


Have you checked the pregnancy status of broodmares?


Knowing if mares are pregnant will allow you to manage them appropriately throughout the remainder of gestation. For mares who have not maintained their pregnancies, now is the time to have a reproductive exam done in preparation for next year.


Recheck breeding dates and mark your calendar for expected foaling. 


It’s also important to check the body condition on all your horses.  Those that will be maintained outside should have a moderate to fleshy body condition, which is a score of six to seven.  If you have some horses that need to gain some condition, correct this problem before temperatures drop too much because it’s very difficult to improve body condition when it’s cold.


Consult the Extension publication, “Condition Scoring for Your Horse” (ASC-145) for more information on body conditioning. 


For more information on managing a horse farm, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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