Know Hay Quality to Ensure Proper Nutrition 

Sources: Roy Burris, extension beef specialist and Garry Lacefield, extension forage specialist

With the cool days of November comes the need to prepare for feeding livestock through the winter. This year was a bad one for producing hay so evaluating hay to determine its quality will enable you to ensure your cattle receive the proper nutrition.

Supplement as needed to keep cows in good body condition for strong, healthy calves. Have your hay analyzed for nutritive quality and formulate a feeding program that provides adequate nutrition using hay and supplements.

On an energy basis, corn and by-products such as soyhulls may be a better buy than hay. You might be better off basing your feeding program on the amount of hay you have available and purchasing extra nutrition in the form of concentrates.

It also is important to inventory your hay supply. You need to know how many cattle you plan to feed and for how many days. It is also important to know the quality feed needed for different animal groups such as dry cows versus lactating cows and formulate feeding plans for each group.
Testing to determine the quality of dry hay as well as haylage can be done by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s forage testing program. For a $10 fee, the KDA will send someone to your farm to sample your hay. Producers who have their hay tested will be able to obtain a complete balanced ration for their particular needs and won’t be guessing whether they are meeting their livestock’s needs. For more information on the forage testing program call 1-800-248-4628 or visit the forage testing Web site at http://www.kyagr.com/marketing/forage/index.htm.

It is also important to get as much use from your hay as possible so be sure to reduce hay losses. Hay losses can be the result of trampling, leaf shatter, chemical and physical deterioration, fecal contamination and refusal.

For more information on hay testing and feeding programs, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
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