Dairy Herd, Basketball Team Have Common Characteristics

Source:  George Heersche Jr.


A productive dairy herd is like a winning basketball team because each has   talented players and exceptional coaching. As the dairy operation manager, you are the coach and your cows are the players.


When you manage dairy herd reproduction, going back to some basic practices will help you have a winning season. The goal is to get cows and heifers pregnant to a genetically superior sire because the daughters of superior genetics available through artificial insemination are the most talented players.  You want to get them pregnant in a reasonable amount of time, use a realistic number of semen units and gain the best return on your investment. 


Getting cows and heifers pregnant is one of the highest management priorities.  By getting them pregnant you can keep each one as an income-producing asset and increase opportunities to cull low-producing cows.   Their future will eventually be comprised if you can’t get them pregnant.


You can get cows pregnant in a reasonable amount of time by getting them off to a good start after they calve.  This involves high dry matter intake, optimal energy balance and heat detection or synchronization to get semen in cows within a reasonable number of days after they calve.


To maximize dairy herd reproductive performance, you need to have a qualified inseminator to place high quality semen that is correctly handled in the right place at the right time.


Secondly, the semen needs to be inseminated into cows that have been in heat or had ovulation synchronization, have been vaccinated for all reproductive diseases and are consuming a balanced ration. Be sure the cows are not in a severely negative energy balance, are not overfed on protein and are not consuming high levels of mycotoxins.


Using the least expensive method to get cows pregnant won’t always ensure a reasonable return on your investment.   Cost is an important consideration in the short term and long term.  Looking to the future, maximize your return on investment by using a semen-value index when buying semen.


Following these management practices will give you and your herd a winning season. 


For more information on dairy herd management, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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